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Trace Daniel Bulger, 23, died
October 23, 2019, in Noblesville, IN.

Born July 19, 1996, he was the son of
Amy and Daniel Bulger.

Bulger graduated from Guerin
Catholic High School in Noblesville,
He was a varsity athlete in football
and track and field in high school
and college. He was a member of
Sigma Chiand the Newman Center,
and an honorary Sphinx Club
member at Wabash.

Bulger's communities rallied around
him and his family during the last few
years of hislife in a battle againsta
degenerative neurological disease.

Bulgeris survived by his parents;
and sisters, Shaelen and Maris.

The Good Things:
A Remembrance

We shared an early morning class
freshman year with Trace during
pledgeship. While conversations at
7a.m.in the Sigma Chi house usually
consisted of mere grunts and nods,
Trace always had a reserve of energy
at the ready. It was one of the first
things we all remember noticing
about Trace.

As the semester progressed, and
the warm, bright mornings turned
cold and dark, the collective mood
of our pledge class shifted to match
The excitement we once had for all
things new—collegiate athletics,
pledgeship, and classes—began to
fade. Yet Trace arrived in the dining
room each morning with the same
excitement he had back in August.
His positive energy cut through even
the darkest mornings freshman year.

What is more remarkable,
perhaps, is that Trace wasn't a
“morning person”—he was an
“any-time-of-day” person. This was
the true nature of Trace: relentlessly
optimistic. Sophomore year, Trace
was famous in the fraternity, and
even around campus, for emerging
from the kitchen at 3 a.m.—while
brothers were cramming for exams,
or writing papers—with trays full of
loaded nachos.

"By dying young,
a man stays
young forever
in people’s
memory. If he
burns brightly
before he dies,
his light shines
for all time.”

Just thought you'd all appreciate
some food while you're working,” he
would say, as herds of brothers would
converge on the kitchen tables. This
selfless habit eventually evolved into
his weely event, “Trace’s Munch.”
Trace would send campus-wide
emails on Sundays, inviting the whole
campus to stop by for some food and,
he would argue, brotherhood.

We have endless stories like these
about Trace, but one particular story
always stands out for David:

“Iwas probably complaining
about something he inevitably was
experiencing too, like a difficult class
ora hard practice. He stopped me
and said, David, | wantyou to tell me
the best things going on in your life.”
This was Trace's patented optimism
shining through. Despite everything
going against him, he always found
awayto seealittle bit of light. He
instilled in me a habit that still pays
dividends to this day. | often take a
moment to ask myself: What are some
of the good things going on in my life?"

There is a plaque hanging on the
outside of the Sigma Chi house
that remembers three brothers
who passed away while attending
Wabash: Brown Justak ‘80, Richard
Theisen 79, and Norman Bente ‘78,
Under their names reads a quote:

"By dyingyoung, aman stays young
forever in people’s memory. If he
burns brightly before he dies, his
light shines for all time.”

Indeed, this is how those closest to
Trace remember him: an unrelenting
light of optimism, as bright then as
itis now.

—Oliver Page and David Daugherty,
Class of 2019





